SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
doing so. I mean to say, it's human nature, isn't it, and
speculation shows initiative. Why, some of the ablest
men I know have speculated all their lives and raised
families on it. To stop speculation is to interfere with
human nature and make us all like animals. What's
your opinion on all this business? You seem an
intelligent man?"
crYou ask for my opinion," replied the suave
American. "I am afraid I have no opinion. WhenFm
in Russia I just do my business with them exactly
according to their law, and when Fm in America I do
my business according to a different kind of law, but
it's all somehow the same, really, and I don't have any
opinions at all."
Then, on the return journey from Leningrad, the
minds of the tourists are no less confused. This time,
however, the conflict is one of visual images rather
than of interpretative ideas. The same Russian factory
seems barbarous to one, magnificent to another. The
care of children is described by one as the remaking of
man, the building of a great humanity. By another it is
described as the ruthless sacrifice of individuality to the
dogma-ridden values of the mob, and so on.
The Russians have a good Bolshevik phrase, "to
reboil oneself." In Bloomsbury it is called, "re-
orientation of one's reactions," or something of the